
How to use revision 
guides effectively
Hall Park Academy



Introduction

• The academy has provided you 

with revision guides for each of 

your subjects, but do you know 

how to make effective use of 

them?

• Follow these top 10 tips to 

master your revision guide!



1. Cross out any pages which are not relevant to 
your exam (e.g. optional topics).

• Some subjects (e.g. English 

and history) will have topics 

or texts that you do not 

need to study.

• Ask your teacher which 

content to cross out from 

your revision guide.



2. RAG-rate the contents page and date-stamp it 
each time.

• Alternatively, use 

different coloured

repositional notes 

to rate 

each page/topic.

• When revising, 

focus on the 

weaker areas first.
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3. Familiarise yourself with the formatting of the 

revision guide.

topic

online resource

grammar

key phrase

full vocabulary list

tense



4. Access the supplementary online resources 
using the code/password at the front.

• Some revision guides may also 

feature QR codes or links 

throughout to additional 

content.



5. Create flash cards from the terms listed in the 
glossary.

birth rate

the number of live 
births in a year within 

a population of an 
area (per 1,000)



6. Summarise each page in e.g. twenty words or 
fewer.

• You could write this down or do 

it verbally with a friend/adult.

• Variation: verbally summarise a 

topic in no more than 1 minute. 

You could record this on your 

phone and listen back later to 

further embed.



7. Convert prose into visual diagrams and vice 
versa.



8. Create your own quizzes based on the text and 
ask a friend/adult to test you or each other.

1. What is the function of a 
ribosome?

2. How have microscopes 
developed over the years?

3. If the actual size of a cell is 
100 μm, and 10 cm in a 
book, what is the 
magnification of the image 
in the book?



9. Yes, the answers are in the back! 

• If you’re stuck on a question, can 

you use the answer to work 

‘backwards’ and figure out the 

method?



10. Limit each revision session to 20-30 minutes, 
or around four pages of a revision guide.

• It can be tempting to try and revise 

a whole topic or even subject 

before moving onto the next one, 

but this means you will not 

interleave all the content you need 

to learn regularly enough.

• Revise around four pages of a 

revision guide before moving onto 

a different subject.

Pomodoro Technique

1. Decide on the content to be revised.

2. Set a timer for 25 minutes.

3. Revise.

4. When the timer rings, take a 5–10 

minute break.

5. Repeat steps 1 – 4.

6. After three or four intervals, take a 

longer break, and then return to 

step 2.
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