
Summer Bridging work: The making of modern Russia, 1855-1991 

This is a very popular topic, and there is a wealth of material out there. The following is what 
I have used and would recommend; if you find other useful and interesting resources please 
tell me. 

For a good overview of the tsarist period, 1855-1917: 

• ‘The Romanovs’ by Simon Sebag Montefiore – p. 385 onwards this is a great 
introduction to these very human rulers, their personalities, mistakes and misfortunes. 

• ‘Russia, land of the tsars’ : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rXPP1j1yahg&list=PL658EE0F2CE09D44E&index=1
6 
This is good as a very broad summary of the tsars – each one is only about 10 mins 
long. Start at episode 16, with Nicholas I, as it ends with our first tsar – Alexander 
II. 

A good textbook: ‘Russia, 1855-1991 From Tsars to Commissars’ by Peter Oxley. Don’t buy it 
new, it’s expensive, but if you find a second hand copy it’s very useful. It has a clear layout 
and easy to follow explanations and summaries. 

Good fiction : I haven’t found anything on the tsarist period, but there is plenty on the 
communist era, these are a taster: 

• ‘A day in the life of Ivan Denisovich’ by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn – about life in the 
gulag under Stalin. Short and very readable. 

• Novels by Simon Sebag Montifiore – all very well researched and great stories. 
• ‘Child 44’ by Tom Rob Smith, and the rest of this series. A story set that starts in the 

shocking famine of the 1930s 

Films and TV: 

• ‘Dr Zhivago’: set in the revolution of 1917. I prefer the Omar Sharif version, but there 
is a more modern one with Kiera Knightly. 

• ‘Chernobyl’ series on Netflix – this is a brilliant drama documentary, and tells the 
story of the nuclear disaster in the Ukraine in 1984. 

Summer work:  

1. Top Trumps – see separate sheet. These must be ready for our first lesson back. 
Since we don’t yet know when that will be make sure that you have them ready for the 
first day of term – Thursday 2nd September, and bring them to school  
 

Happy Holidays 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rXPP1j1yahg&list=PL658EE0F2CE09D44E&index=16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rXPP1j1yahg&list=PL658EE0F2CE09D44E&index=16


Summer Consolidation Work 

Top Trumps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Design a card for each of the 7 rulers: Alexander II, Nicholas II, Kerensky, Lenin, Stalin, 
Khrushchev and Gorbachev. 

2. You must give a score out of 10 for each category, 1 being the lowest and 10 being the highest. 
3. You must be able to justify your scores – we will be playing in the first lesson back in 

September. 
4. On the back of each card list the main successes and failures of each ruler. 

Due: first lesson back in September. Be ready. 

Resources: 

• ‘Russian Rulers 1855-1961’ - Chapter 1 of Heinemann gives you information on Alexander II – 
Stalin 

• ‘The making of modern Russia 1855-1991’ by Rob Owen (our course textbook) pages 134-5 for 
Khrushchev and pages 159-161 for Gorbachev. 

• Anything else you can find – there is a detailed reading list in your topic booklets. 

 

Have a great summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Experience of government: 
• Education: 
• Positive personal qualities: 
• Negative personal qualities: 
• Success: 
• Failure: 
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