
Year 11 Parents 

Make It Count Evening
Thursday 28th September 2023



Supporting Your Child With Their Exams

 Mr. Dolman  Assistant Head

 Mr. Grainger Science

 Mr. Sisson English

 Mr. Cutts Maths



What Is Going To Happen?

 Normal exams will continue to occur with challenging grade boundaries.

 Year 11 students have shown great resilience to get to where they are and 

now we must support them in every way we can.



Where and When!!
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Science
Mr. Grainger



AQA Combined Science Course
6 exams: 75 min each
2 x Biology, 2 x Chemistry, 2 x Physics

Questions will range from:
• Box ticking
• Short written response
• Extended written response
• Required practical's
• Graph skills
• Math's skills

Students will sit either Higher tier or 
Foundation tier

Students gain 2 GCSE’s in Science and is 
reflected in their grades: 5-5, 7-7 etc.

Grade boundaries 
These change from year to year but on 
average grades and %’s are listed below:

Higher Tier
Around 70% achieves a grade 9
Around 50% achieves a grade 7
Around 40% achieves a grade 5
Around 35% achieves a grade 4

Foundation Tier
Around 60% achieves a grade 5
Around 50% achieves a grade 4
Around 40% achieves a grade 3

Try to focus on where to gain marks from
HT and aiming for a 7, 5/10 is achievable

Science Period 6 in the L-Hall, every Thursday after school 

Revision
Feel free to buy a revision guide
Many are available, my 
recommendation would be the 
Oxford Revise books

YouTube
Follow the Cognito channel for 
short 5-10 minute revision videos



AQA Triple Science Course
6 exams: 105 minutes each 
2 x Biology, 2 x Chemistry, 2 x Physics

Questions will range from:
• Box ticking
• Short written response
• Extended written response
• Required practical's
• Graph skills
• Math's skills

Students will sit either Higher tier or 
Foundation tier

Students gain 3 separate GCSE’s in 
Biology, Chemistry & Physics.
They will achieve sing grades; 5, 6, 7 etc.

Grade boundaries 
These change from year to year but on 
average grades and %’s are listed below:

Higher Tier
Around 65% achieves a grade 9
Around 50% achieves a grade 7
Around 30% achieves a grade 5
Around 25% achieves a grade 4

Foundation Tier
Around 60% achieves a grade 5
Around 50% achieves a grade 4
Around 40% achieves a grade 3

Try to focus on where to gain marks from
HT and aiming for a 7, 5/10 is achievable

Science Period 6 in the L-Hall, every Thursday after school 

Revision
Feel free to buy a revision guide
Many are available, my 
recommendation would be the 
Oxford Revise books

YouTube
Follow the Cognito channel for 
short 5-10 minute revision videos



Science Revision 
There are multiple ways of revising science:
• Create flash cards on your key topics. People at home can help by testing your knowledge regularly; consistency is key! 

AQA Science flash card sets are available through Parent Pay. 
• Complete past exam papers. There are many available on the AQA website; just search using google to find them 
• Making use of revision sites such as Cognitoedu.org for access to revision videos, whole exam papers or exam 

questions based on topic. Again, a quick google search for ‘Cognito Science’ will find this.
• Approach revision sessions ‘little and often’. Consistency is the key to success and 10 minutes every day will improve 

your overall grade. 

Your Science curriculum is like an epic series such as ‘Game of Thrones’ and not single episodes like ‘The Simpsons’.

To fully understand your Science knowledge, you need to start at the beginning, revise, do a bit more then revisit what 
you’ve done previously. These books are designed to be used in that way…



English
Mr. Sisson





Resources

Time





English Literature Exam Texts

Essential

Romeo and Juliet

A Christmas Carol

An Inspector Calls

Poetry anthology

Revision folder

Desirable

York Notes or CGP Guides to 
support their study

Massolit access

Seneca







Time

Extended responses = 45minutes

English Language English Literature

P1 Q5 An Inspector Calls

P2 Q5 Romeo and Juliet

A Christmas Carol



REVISION GREY FOLDERS

• Set texts
• Homework booklets
• Revision and planning 

material
• Model answers



Useful websites:
AQA – exam board Practice papers, inserts and mark 

schemes
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-
language-8700

BBC Bitesize Revision and quizzing https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4

Mr Bruff – Paper 1 Tutorials and tips https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGFsWf-P-
cAlttmXkEvJXCxqT-ZzFqAN

Mr Bruff – Paper 2 Tutorials and tips https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGFsWf-P-cB-
GSeqYup7PXId4pbldQVq

Stacey Reay – Paper 1 Tutorials and tips https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
Cx5xwWh5N4&list=PLQE65hp6MwUqLtdQ9b2F9-
tChIy1bqyAj

Stacey Reay – Paper 2 Tutorials and tips https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LABviX6HIPk&list=P
LQE65hp6MwUp5mWyI94yUPkeIK-x3eydM

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGFsWf-P-cAlttmXkEvJXCxqT-ZzFqAN
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGFsWf-P-cB-GSeqYup7PXId4pbldQVq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Cx5xwWh5N4&list=PLQE65hp6MwUqLtdQ9b2F9-tChIy1bqyAj
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LABviX6HIPk&list=PLQE65hp6MwUp5mWyI94yUPkeIK-x3eydM


Useful websites:

AQA – exam board Practice papers, inserts and mark 
schemes

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-
literature-8702

AQA YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBhgvcteMltjwY
zcwWchVJiFkYxpDrVwR

BBC Bitesize Revision and quizzing https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx

Mr Bruff Tutorials and tips https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGFsWf-P-
cAYhYd5VdGjJvf7zLDCq3uN

Stacey Reay Tutorials and tips https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJhuqpyhE8NzYZF
kwTzi_7g/playlists?disable_polymer=1

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBhgvcteMltjwYzcwWchVJiFkYxpDrVwR
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGFsWf-P-cAYhYd5VdGjJvf7zLDCq3uN
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJhuqpyhE8NzYZFkwTzi_7g/playlists?disable_polymer=1


Maths
Mr. Cutts



Hall Park Academy Maths

1) What are we doing? 

2) What should students be doing? 

3) What can parents be doing? 



What are we doing?
• Individual feedback on ‘written’ homework that highlights topics of strength and 

areas of weakness. 

• QbyQ analysis of mock assessments that highlights topics of strength and areas of 
weakness. 

• Consistent use of mini mocks marked with whole class ‘weaker’ topics used to 
inform planning moving forwards (later in the year). 

• Starters – mixed retrieval to allow for 10-15 minutes of revision every lesson. 

• Maths clinic. 

• Subsciption to Drfrost paid for all students. 



Topics that have appeared 
on the homework

The class average 
score per question

A record of all homework 
compared to the class average. 

What the students receive for each written homework 
and each mock assessment paper:



What should students be doing? 

• Identifying strengths and weaknesses. 

• Planning revision to target those weaknesses. 

• Sticking to those revision plans. 

• Making the most of what the school has to offer.



“I don’t know what to revise”

• Topics based on homework completed and marked. 

• Specific topics from your class teachers. 

• Topics that drfrost have identified that you have struggled on. 

• The topic timetable Mr Cutts made for every year 11 to kick start their 
revision. 

Obstacle 1: 



(Higher tier version)





“I don’t know how to revise”

Obstacle 2: 

Identify what to 
revise.

Do loads of 
practice. Decide if you are 

ready to move 
on. 



Before revising: 

• Switch off your phone/put phone in a different room/put on do not disturb.

• Set yourself an achievable, narrow target – You are not ‘revising Maths’ you are ‘revising 
averages from a frequency table’.  

• Plan to take regular short breaks



A plan for an effective use of students’ time: 

1. Revise for 20-25 minutes with no distractions. 

2. Go and check phone, get a drink or a snack (spend no longer than 5 minutes doing 
this). 

3. Repeat. And repeat. And repeat again.

Small chunks of revision often is much more useful than cramming for long periods close 
to the exam. 



How to use Drfrost Maths effectively: 

• Choose a topic.

• Click on the video icon and watch the short video explaining the topic. 

• Carefully watch the examples shown in the video. 

• Attempt the questions. Getting them right? Well done. Getting some 
wrong? Keep practicing until you’re getting lots correct. All wrong? 
Make a note of the topic and come to Maths clinic for help. 



Log in to Drfrost and click on the start a practice option.

Click on the video icon to watch a video on the particular 
breakdown of the skill that is relevant to you. 

Choose to revise by topic.

Choose a strand from the KS3/4 
section. 

Choose whether you want to practice a fixed number of 
questions or whether you want to practice until you are 
getting a certain percentage correct. 



How to use a revision guide effectively. 

• Go to the ‘questions’ section and attempt the questions.

• Identify any that you are not sure how to do and read about those topics in the pages just before 
the ‘questions’ section. 

• Go back to the questions and see if you can now answer them. 
• If yes – move on to the next set of questions. 

• If no – try a video on Mathswatch or attend Maths clinic to work on that topic. 



The range of revision books used in the example in the previous slide. 



“Parent has confiscated my phone”/“Our wifi isn’t working” 

- Tell your teacher, we will arrange a time for you to use one of the IT 
rooms either at lunch time or after school. 

“Don’t have my Drfrost login”

- Ask any Maths teacher and they can find this out for you. 

“Don’t have time”/”can’t be bothered”

- You now have 7 months of hard work before you get an extended 
summer break. Make time. Be bothered.  

Other obstacles: 



“I can’t help them with their Maths”
We don’t expect you to be able to help them, that is what we are here to do, but what we do 
want your help with is holding our students to account. 

This can be achieved by:

- Checking that when they are revising it looks like this. 

- Encouraging them to make good choices – going to Maths clinic etc. 

- Talking to them about he importance of making sacrifices during the next 8 months. 

- Helping them stick to revision timetables and plans. 

- Trying your best to ensure they have a place they can study, free from distractions, if possible. 

What can parents be doing? 



Other Support

 Every student has an assertive mentor who will meet each term to plan 

revision timetables, focus on key areas such as attendance and look at career 

paths.

 During the year a number of P6s will run which offer catch up support, 

revision support and coursework access.  Students will be invited!!

 All students have received a revision assembly with hints and tips on how to 

revise which are recapped upon in lessons. These will continue throughout the 

year.  How to revise strategies are also on the website.



Common Issues

 Not starting to revise early enough

 Forgetting to revise key topics

 Reading notes again and again

 Not gearing revision to specific exams

 Learning essays off by heart

 Putting off revision – Lack of motivation

 Losing interest

 Unable to fit revision into schedule

 Feeling overwhelmed



What Is Revision?



Normal Revision



Recap and Recall

25-30 mins focus.



Mind Maps/ Learning Grids





In School Revision

Any morning 7.45-8.40am

Monday night 3.15-4.15pm



5.Nice tidy and quiet workspace



4.A Key Area Of Revision Is Recall/ 

Testing.

Get involved.  Allow the student to test 

you on topics then coach you when you 

do not know it.  Teaching someone a 

subject is a great way to remember it.

Act as a quizmaster and test the 

student off flashcards they have made.  

Never give them the answer, give them 

tips.



3.Know The Exam Timetable And Help 

Them Prepare And Be Ready

Make sure they are ready for each 

exam.

Calculator for Maths.

Pens for each exam.

Clear water bottle.  (Hydration)

All ready night before.



2. Routine Is Key

Encourage each day that students

Exercise

Fresh Air

Sleep

Diet

Eating healthy is vital but don’t 

underestimate the power of ‘baddies’ 

as a reward.



1.Be Supportive and Listen

It is a very stressful time for students 

and you being there for them has 

been cited as the number one biggest 

influence.

Give them short term rewards, just 

making them a drink for completing a 

session will be appreciated.

Allow them to talk, sound of, relieve 

the stress.





Finally, Beyond The Weekend!



Your Free Gift!

 Please pick up a booklet on the way out with tips and 

revision hints from every subject.


